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(57) ABSTRACT

A device for receiving liquid samples includes at least one
sample carrier (1) for receiving the liquid sample, a sample
carrier ejector (3) and a sample carrier holder (2) with a first
guiding area and a second guiding area (4, 5) for guiding the
sample carrier ejector (3). The first guiding area (4) has a
tubular design and the second guiding area (5) has a groove-
shaped design. The sample carrier ejector (3) has a geometry
complementary to the first and second guiding areas (4,5) and
is axially displaceable within the sample carrier holder (2)
such that the sample carrier (1) can be detached by the sample
carrier ejector (3) from the sample carrier holder (2).
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1
DEVICE FOR RECEIVING LIQUID SAMPLES

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a United States National Phase applica-
tion of International Application PCT/DE2008/000063 and
claims the benefit of priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 of German
Patent Application DE 10 2007 020 895.4 filed May 4, 2007,
the entire contents of which are incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention pertains to a device for receiving
liquid samples, especially saliva.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Such devices are used, for example, by physicians to take a
liquid sample with an absorbent material from a patient and to
send the liquid sample taken to a laboratory, in which it can be
analyzed for making a diagnosis. Saliva is a liquid sample
whose significance has been increasing for some time. Saliva
is analyzed to obtain diagnostic information, but also to detect
substances that were administered or taken, especially medi-
cations or illegal drugs. Another use of the device is in the
field of forensics, for example in the examinations of samples
in connection with traffic offenses or testing for doping.

A device for receiving a liquid sample, which comprises
essentially a tubular part and an elongated foam piece, is
known from EP 10 269 91 Al. The foam piece is introduced
into the tubular part and protrudes on at least one side of the
tubular part for receiving the liquid sample. The device may
also be designed to receive two liquid samples by the foam
piece projecting at both ends of the tubular part. The entire
device must be sent for an analysis of the liquid samples.

A device for receiving saliva for diagnostic purposes is
known from DE 197 48 331 Cl1. The device comprises a
porous part, which can be pressed out, receives liquid sample
and is arranged within a container, which is closed on one side
at one of its ends and can be displaced from this at another
end, which end can be opened, wherein the container is pref-
erably formed from a bellows. The saliva enters the bellows
for being received and is taken up by the porous section. Only
one saliva sample can be received at any one time.

DE 198 09 930 A1 discloses a device for receiving saliva
samples, in which the saliva sample is taken up with a filter
paper surface being held correspondingly. The entire device
must likewise be sent for an analysis of the saliva sample. In
addition, only one saliva sample can be taken up any one time.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,489,172 B1 discloses a device for receiving
and releasing a saliva sample, in which an identical liquid
sample can be divided in two containers, wherein a first
quantity of liquid sample can be used for one examination and
a second quantity of liquid sample is used to secure evidence.
The examination of the first quantity of liquid sample takes
place at the device, i.e., on site.

A device that makes it possible to divide a received liquid
sample between two connected collection containers is
described in US 2006/00188800 Al. A locally separated
analysis or storage of the liquid samples in the two connected
collection containers is not possible with this device.

DE 197 34 221 Al discloses a sampling device with two
housing parts displaceable relative to one another in the lon-
gitudinal direction, wherein a strip-shaped sample carrier is
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2

held by a pin fastened on the inside of one of the housing parts
and by a leaf spring arranged on the second housing part.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The basic object of the present invention is to optimize a
device for receiving liquid samples in terms of handling.

According to the invention, a device is provided for receiv-
ing liquid samples, the device comprising a sample carrier for
receiving the liquid sample, a sample carrier ejector and a
sample carrier holder. The sample carrier holder has a first
guiding area and a second guiding area for guiding the sample
carrier ejector. The first guiding area has a tubular design and
the second guiding area has a groove-like design. The sample
carrier ejector has a geometry complementary to the first and
second guiding areas and is axially displaceable within the
sample carrier holder such that the sample carrier can be
detached by the sample carrier ejector from the sample carrier
holder.

An essential advantage of the present invention compared
to the state of the art is the simple hygienic separation of the
sample carrier from the sample carrier holder for purposes of
analyzing the liquid sample. The sample carrier preferably
consists of a dimensionally stable material and is fixed by a
holding pressure within the sample carrier holder. A pressure,
which is higher than the holding pressure of the sample carrier
within the sample carrier holder, can be generated by the
sample carrier ejector by an axial displacement of the sample
carrier ejector within the sample carrier holder. The sample
carrier becomes detachable from the sample carrier holder as
a result and, furthermore, a specific release of the sample
carrier, for example, into a vessel, is made possible.

Using the device according to the present invention, the
user has a hygienic process for taking a liquid sample from a
test subject and for transporting same for further processing.

The device according to the present invention is designed
in a preferred embodiment such that on a part of the sample
carrier holder facing away from the sample carrier, the sample
carrier holder has a coupling area, by means of which two
sample carrier holders ofidentical design can be coupled with
one another. This makes it possible to simultaneously receive
two liquid samples or to store two separate liquid samples.
Simultaneous analysis of two liquid samples is required in
some countries, for example, for preparing an independent
expert opinion after a drug test. A minimal volume of liquid
samples is required for the reference analysis in some analy-
sis processes. The holding capacity of a sample carrier may
not possibly be sufficient in this connection. The necessary
quantity of liquid sample can be increased of means of two
sample carriers. The user can thus respond flexibly to the
liquid sampling necessary in a particular case in a simple
manner with the device according to the present invention.

In another embodiment of the device according to the
present invention, the sample carrier may have a moisture
indicator, which indicates the receipt of the liquid sample.
The moisture indicator may be an indicator dye, which shows
a change in color in the presence of moisture. A preferred
indicator dye is a water-soluble food coloring. The moisture
indicator may be preferably introduced into the material of
the sample carrier.

The device for receiving liquid samples according to the
present invention can be used to receive liquid samples for
diagnostic analyses or identifications of DNA, RNA, antibod-
ies, drugs, etc.

The various features of novelty which characterize the
invention are pointed out with particularity in the claims
annexed to and forming a part of this disclosure. For a better
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understanding of the invention, its operating advantages and
specific objects attained by its uses, reference is made to the
accompanying drawings and descriptive matter in which pre-
ferred embodiments of the invention are illustrated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a simplified sectional view of the device accord-
ing to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a simplified view of the sample carrier holder and
sample carrier ejector;

FIG. 3 is a simplified view of the device according to the
present invention in a first lateral view;

FIG. 4 is a simplified view of the device according to the
present invention in a second lateral view;

FIG. 5 is a simplified view of two devices according to the
present invention, which are connected to one another; and

FIG. 6 is a detail “A” of the device of FIG. 4 according to
the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to the drawings in particular, FIG. 1 shows the
device according to the present invention for receiving a
liquid sample, which comprises a sample carrier 1 for receiv-
ing the liquid sample, a sample carrier holder 2 and a sample
carrier ejector 3. As is shown in FIG. 2, the sample carrier
holder 2 and the sample carrier ejector 3 are of a one-part
design each. The sample carrier ejector 3 is axially displace-
able at least partially within the sample carrier holder 2. The
sample carrier holder 2 has two guiding areas, in which the
sample carrier ejector 3 is guided during an axial displace-
ment. A first guiding area 4 has a tubular design and a second
guiding area 5 has a groove-like design with a lateral circum-
ferential edge. The sample carrier ejector 3 has a shape cor-
respondingly complementary to those of the first and second
guiding areas 4, 5 of the sample carrier holder 2. In an
assembled state of the sample carrier holder 2 and the sample
carrier ejector 3, a piston-like first part of the sample carrier
ejector 3 is guided within the first guiding area 4 of the sample
carrier holder 2, whereas a flat second part of the sample
carrier ejector 3 is guided within the second guiding area 5 of
the sample carrier holder 2.

The first guiding area 4 of the sample carrier holder 2 has,
furthermore, a receiving area 7 for receiving an essentially
cylindrical sample carrier 1. The sample carrier 1 preferably
consists of a dimensionally stable material. The sample car-
rier 1 is preferably pressed into the sample carrier holder 2
and fixed in the receiving area 7 by the holding pressure
generated thereby within the sample carrier holder 2. The area
of the sample carrier 1 engaging the receiving area 7 of the
sample carrier holder 2 may be preferably of a conical shape
for satisfactory fixation of the sample carrier 1 in the sample
carrier holder 2.

The receiving area 7 is provided, furthermore, with an
undercut 6, which acts as a stop for the sample carrier ejector
3. A defined range of displacement of the sample carrier
ejector 3 is thus guaranteed. The part of the piston-shaped
sample carrier ejector 3 cooperating with the sample carrier 1
preferably has a tubular design, and the internal diameter of
the tubular part of the sample carrier ejector 3 is selected to be
such that this can be caused to engage the sample carrier 1. At
least one part of the part of the sample carrier 1 protruding
into the sample carrier holder 2 has a shoulder with a smaller
diameter.
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The flat second part of the sample carrier ejector 3 (FIG. 3)
has a grip area 9, by means of which the sample carrier holder
2 can be held, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, the
axial displacement of the sample carrier ejector 3 within the
sample carrier holder 2 is effected manually. Due to the axial
displacement of the sample carrier ejector 3 within the sample
carrier holder 2, a pressure can be generated by the sample
carrier ejector 3 on the sample carrier 1, which pressure is
higher than the holding pressure ofthe sample carrier 1 within
the sample carrier holder 2. The sample carrier ejector 3 is
preferably provided, furthermore, with a grip surface for a
thumb. By pressing this grip surface with the thumb, the
sample carrier ejector 3 can be displaced within the sample
carrier holder 2 in the direction of the sample carrier 1 and the
sample carrier 1 can be moved out of the sample carrier holder
2 against the resistance of the holding pressure. Due to this
embodiment of the device according to the present invention,
the user can displace the sample carrier ejector 3 in the direc-
tion of the sample carrier 1 with one hand, so that the sample
carrier 1 can be detached from the sample carrier holder 2 and
introduced in a specific manner, for example, into a separate
vessel for analysis or storage.

The sample carrier 1 is equipped with a moisture indicator
8, which indicates the receipt of the liquid sample. The mois-
ture indicator 8 is preferably introduced into the material of
the sample carrier 1. The moisture indicator 8 may be essen-
tially an indicator dye, which shows a color change in the
presence of moisture. The indicator dye is preferably a water-
soluble food coloring. The sample carrier 1 is preferably
prepared by means of a sintering process. The food coloring
particles may advantageously be introduced into the material
of'the sample carrier 1 during the sintering process. However,
the moisture indicator 8 may also have a ring-shaped design
in an embodiment variant, not shown, and be preferably
applied to the part of the sample carrier 1 with the smaller
diameter. If a liquid sample is admitted to the sample carrier
1, the color of the moisture indicator 8 changes in case of a
sufficient quantity of liquid sample due to the colored par-
ticles introduced into the sample carrier 1 and present in the
attachable moisture indicator 8. The change in color signals to
the user a sufficient quantity of liquid sample and hence the
conclusion of the liquid sampling. The receiving area 7 of the
sample carrier holder 2 is made of an optically transparent
material, which permits visual checking of the sample carrier
1 used and, moreover, makes visible a color change of the
moisture indicator 8 in case of sufficient wetting by the liquid
sample. In addition, a window 12, through which the particu-
lar state of the moisture indicator 8 can be recognized, may be
provided in the outer surface of the sample carrier holder 2. In
one embodiment variant, not shown, the window 12 may be
provided with a lens for better visibility of the moisture indi-
cator 8.

As is shown in FIG. 4, the sample carrier holder 2 has a
coupling area 10, by means of which two sample carrier
holders 2 can be coupled with one another, on the side facing
away from the second guiding area 5. This makes it possible
to connect two sample carrier holders 2 of identical design to
one another in a simple manner to form a liquid sampling
system and to detach the sample carrier holder 2 in a likewise
simple manner subsequent to a performed liquid sampling.
The device according to the present invention thus offers the
possibility of simultaneously receiving two separate quanti-
ties of liquid sample, which can subsequently be passed on
separately for analysis or storage. A simplified view of two
sample carrier holders 2 connected to one another is shown in
FIG. 5.
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FIG. 6 shows an enlarged detail “A” ofthe coupling area 10
shown in FIG. 4. The coupling area 10 is provided with
coupling means, which are designed as uniform coupling pins
11 and are arranged in a two-dimensional periodic pattern, an
intermediate space each having at least the diameter of the
coupling pins 11 being provided each between the coupling
pins 11.

While specific embodiments of the invention have been
described in detail to illustrate the application of the prin-
ciples of the invention, it will be understood that the invention
may be embodied otherwise without departing from such
principles.

The invention claimed is:

1. A device for receiving a liquid sample, the device com-
prising:

a sample carrier formed of a dimensionally stable absor-

bent material for receiving the liquid sample;

a sample carrier ejector; and

a sample carrier holder with a first guiding area and a

second guiding area for guiding the sample carrier ejec-
tor, wherein the first guiding area has a tubular design
and the second guiding area has a groove-like design
with an open longitudinal side, and the sample carrier
ejector has a geometry complementary to the first and
second guiding areas and said carrier ejector is axially
displaceable within the sample carrier holder such that
the sample carrier can be detached by the sample carrier
ejector from the sample carrier holder and from the
sample carrier ejector.

2. A device in accordance with claim 1, wherein the first
guiding area has a receiving area for receiving the sample
carrier, wherein the sample carrier has a part engaging the
receiving area, said part having a conical shape, said second
guiding area being spaced from said sample carrier.

3. A device in accordance with claim 1, wherein the receiv-
ing area has an undercut.

4. A device in accordance with claim 2, wherein at least the
receiving area of the sample carrier holder is made of an
optically transparent material.

5. A device in accordance with claim 1, wherein the sample
carrier holder and the sample carrier ejector are each of a
one-part design.

6. A device in accordance with claim 1, wherein the sample
carrier is essentially cylindrical, wherein the sample carrier
has a part cooperating with the sample carrier ejector, said
part of said sample carrier having a shoulder with a smaller
diameter.

7. A device in accordance with claim 6, wherein the sample
carrier has a moisture indicator reacting with a liquid sample.

8. A device in accordance with claim 7, wherein the mois-
ture indicator has a ring-shaped design and can be applied to
the part of the sample carrier with the smaller diameter.

9. A device in accordance with claim 7, wherein the mois-
ture indicator is introduced into a material of the sample
carrier.

10. A device in accordance with claim 7, wherein the
moisture indicator is essentially an indicator dye, which
shows a color change in the presence of moisture.

11. A device in accordance with claim 10, wherein the
indicator dye is a water-soluble food coloring.

12. A device in accordance with claim 1, wherein the
sample carrier ejector has a grip area, by means of which the
sample carrier ejector can be held and manually displaced by
an operator through said open longitudinal side of said
sample carrier holder.

13. A device in accordance with claim 1, wherein on the
side facing away from the second guiding area the sample
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carrier holder has a coupling area, by means of which two
sample carrier holders can be coupled with one another.

14. A device in accordance with claim 13, wherein the
coupling area has coupling pins arranged in a two-dimen-
sional periodic pattern, wherein an intermediate space with at
least the diameter of a coupling pins is provided between the
coupling pins.

15. A device for receiving a liquid sample, the device
comprising:

a sample carrier formed of a dimensionally stable absor-

bent material for receiving the liquid sample;

a sample carrier ejector having a first shaped portion and a

pressing portion for being pressed; and
a sample carrier holder with a first ejector receiving area for
guiding the sample carrier ejector and a second ejector
receiving area for guiding the sample carrier ejector, said
sample carrier being arranged in said first ejector receiv-
ing area, said first ejector receiving area having a geom-
etry complementary to the first shaped portion, said
second ejector receiving area being spaced from said
sample carrier and having a groove shape geometry with
an open longitudinal side for guiding said pressing por-
tion while providing access to said pressing portion
through said open longitudinal side, said sample carrier
ejector being axially displaceable within the sample car-
rier holder for pressing the sample carrier out from the
sample carrier holder and away from said sample carrier
ejector.
16. A device in accordance with claim 15, wherein the
sample carrier ejector pressing portion includes a grip area for
holding and manually displacing said sample carrier ejector
by an operator through said open longitudinal side of said
sample carrier holder.
17. A device in accordance with claim 15, wherein said
sample carrier holder has a coupling area with structure for
coupling the sample carrier holder to another said sample
carrier holder.
18. A sampling device for receiving and discharging a
liquid sample, the device comprising:
a sample carrier formed of a dimensionally stable absor-
bent material capable of receiving the liquid sample;

aholder having a tubular shape and defining a first guiding
area inside said tubular shape, said tubular shape having
first and second open ends, said first opened end and said
sample carrier being formed and shaped to have said
sample carrier connect to said first opened end, said
sample carrier being slidable out of said first opened end,
said holder including an open groove section connected
to said second opened end, said open groove section
defining a second guiding area, and having a open lon-
gitudinal side;

an ejector with a first part arranged in said first guiding

area, and a second part arranged in said second guiding
area, said ejector being slideably arranged in said first
and second guiding areas to have said first part push said
sample carrier out of said first end of said holder and
disconnect said sample carrier from said holder and said
ejector when said second part of said ejector is operated
by a user to slide toward said first end with said ejector
remaining in said holder, said open longitudinal side
providing access by an operator to move said ejector in
said holder.

19. A sampling device in accordance with claim 18, further
comprising:

a coupling area arranged on said holder and shaped to be

directly attachable to a coupling area on another holder
similar to said holder;
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said first and second ends of said holder being on diametri-
cally opposite ends of said holder.
20. A sampling device in accordance with claim 18, further
comprising:
another sample carrier connected to another holder with
another ejector;
coupling areas on said holder and said another holder, said
coupling areas directly connecting said holder and said
another holder adjacent to each other to arrange both
sample carriers adjacent to each other for simulta-
neously receiving of the liquid sample.
21. A sampling device in accordance with claim 18,
wherein:
said first opened end and said sample carrier are formed
and shaped to have one of said sample carrier and said
first opened end deform when said sample carrier is
inserted into said first opened end, the deformation hold-
ing said sample carrier in said first opened end by a
holding pressure;
said ejector selectively applying pressure from the operator
to said sample carrier to overcome said holding pressure
and to disconnect said sample carrier from said holder.
22. A sampling device in accordance with claim 18,
wherein:
said sample carrier and said ejector are separate and are not
directly fixed to each other.
23. A device in accordance with claim 1, wherein:
said sample carrier holder and said sample carrier are
formed and shaped to have one of said sample carrier
and said sample carrier holder deform when said sample
carrier is inserted into said sample carrier holder, the
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deformation holding said sample carrier in said sample
carrier holder by a holding pressure;

said sample carrier ejector selectively applies pressure
from the operator to said sample carrier to overcome said
holding pressure and to disconnect said sample carrier
from said sample carrier holder.

24. A device in accordance with claim 1, wherein:

said sample carrier and said sample carrier ejector are
separate and are not directly fixed to each other.

25. A device in accordance with claim 15, wherein:

said sample carrier holder and said sample carrier are
formed and shaped to have one of said sample carrier
and said sample carrier holder deform when said sample
carrier is inserted into said sample carrier holder, the
deformation holding said sample carrier in said sample
carrier holder by a holding pressure;

said sample carrier ejector selectively applies pressure
from the operator to said sample carrier to overcome said
holding pressure and to disconnect said sample carrier
from said sample carrier holder.

26. A sampling device in accordance with claim 15,

wherein:

said sample carrier and said sample carrier ejector are
separate and are not directly fixed to each other.
27. A sampling device in accordance with claim 18,

wherein:

said sample carrier is press fit into said holder to generate a
holding pressure that fixes said carrier into said first open
end of said holder.
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